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PERSONAL FOR AMBASSADOR FROM HANDLEY 
SUBJECT: NARCOTICS CONTROL: MEXICO 

1 . I AM VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AND YOUR 
ASSOCIATES NEXT WEEK. IN PAST MONTH SINCE I HAVE TAKEN 
OVER AS SENIOR ADVISER TO THE SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL NAR- 
COTICS CONTROL. THE MEXICAN CONNECTION SEEMS CLEARLY TO ME 
TO BE ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT PROBLEM AREAS IN THE NAR- 
COTICS PICTURE. MY CONTACTS ON THE HILL SINCE THEN HAVE 
REINFORCED THE NOTION THAT THERE IS GREAT DISSATISFACTION 
HERE REGARDING MEXICAN PERFORMANCE AND THERE IS INDEED A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CRITICISM OF WASHINGTON AGENCIES AND THE 
EMBASSY FOR NOT HAVING DONE MORE. 

2. I HOPE THAT, IN ADDITION TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, 
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I WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL WHO MAY BE SENSITIVE TO AN 
APPROACH EXPRESSING OUR GRAVE CONCERN OVER THE CON- 
TINUED GROWTH AND EXPLOITATION OF THE OPIUM POPPY. I HOPE 
THAT YOU AND YOUR STAFF WILL BE THINKING OF HOW BEST WE CAN 
MAKE THE GOM SINCERELY AND ENERGETICALLY TACKLE THIS MATTER. 
MY IMPRESSION FROM THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE USG AND WITH 
THE HILL IS THAT WE COULD OBTAIN A GREAT DEAL OF FINANCIAL 

AND OTHER KINDS OF SUPPORT FOR MEXICO FOR THIS PURPOSE IF 
WE FELT THAT THERE COULD BE A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN 
ARRESTS OF MAJOR TRAFFICKERS. SEIZURES OF LABORATORIES, AND 
SIGNIFICANT DECREASE IN POPPY GROWING. 

3. DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA AS TO WHAT "ALLIES" WE CAN 
DEVELOP WITHIN THE MEXICAN COMMUNITY TO BRING ABOUT A 
SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN MEXICAN EFFORTS AGAINST ILLEGAL 
PRODUCERS AND TRAFFICKERS? IS IT WITHIN THE POLITICAL 
SYSTEM, THE UNIVERSITIES, THE PRESS? IS IT GETTING TO 

THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF WITH AS FORCEFUL A PRESENTATION AS 
POSSIBLE? IS IT BRINGING TO INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY' S 
ATTENTION IN THE PROPER FORUM THE FACT THAT MEXICAN RECORD 
IS PRETTY POOR WITH RESPECT TO ARREST AND EXTRADITION OF 
TRAFFICKERS, LABORATORY " BUSTS," AND OPIUM POPPY PRODUC- 
TION? 

4. WITHIN ABOUT TWO OR THREE MONTHS FROM NOW WE WILL BE 
HAVING A FORMAL MEETING OF THE CABINET COMMITTEE ( SIMILAR 
TO THE ONE YOU AND I ATTENDED IN JUNE 1971) AND THE 
MEXICAN PROBLEM WILL BE PROMINENT AMONG THOSE ITEMS HIGH- 
LIGHTED FOR THE PRESIDENT’ S ATTENTION. ALTHOUGH I FULLY 
UNDERSTAND WHY MIRACLES CANNOT BE WROUGHT QUICKLY AND 
DRAMATICALLY, I DO HOPE THAT WE WILL BE IN A POSITION TO 
SPECIFY WHAT PRACTICAL REALISTIC STEPS ARE BEING TAKEN 

TO DIMINISH THE IMPORTANCE OF MEXICO AS A SOURCE AND 
TRAFFIC ROUTE FOR ILLICIT NARCOTICS ENTERING THE U. S . RUSH 
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